
State University of New York-Cortland Profile 
 
Located atop one of the rolling hills in central New York’s “City of Seven Valleys,” the State 
University of New York College at Cortland was founded in 1868 as the Cortland Normal 
School, which included among its earliest students inventor and industrialist Elmer A. Sperry 
of Sperry-Rand Corp. fame. 
 
Over the decades, the campus expanded and in 1941, by an act of legislature and the Board 
of Regents, the institution officially became a four-year college providing courses leading to 
the bachelor’s degree. In 1948, Cortland was a founding member of the State University of 
New York. 
  
Today, approximately 7,100 students are pursuing degrees within the College’s three 
academic divisions — arts and sciences, professional studies and the school of education. 
Twenty-three departments with a faculty of more than 400 offer the SUNY Cortland student 
body 70 majors and 44 minors from which to choose. 
  
The Cortland athletic program is the only New York school and one of only six nationwide to 
finish in the top 20 in the NACDA Directors’ Cup Division III standings every year since the 
award started in 1995. Since 1989, the Red Dragons have captured 14 NCAA Division III 
team titles in various sports (seven women's cross country, three field hockey, two men’s 
lacrosse, one women's soccer and one women's indoor track and field). 
 
Head Coach Joe Brown, State University of New York-Cortland 
 
Joe Brown has led Cortland to a combined 398-110-2 record, 11 NCAA Division III 
tournament appearances, six World Series showings and nine State University of New 
York Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) titles in his first 11 seasons as the Red Dragons’ 
head coach. His overall winning percentage of .782 ranks first nationally in Division III 
among active coaches with at least five years experience. 
 
This spring, the Red Dragons are 36-8-1 for the program’s 10th 30-win campaign in 
Brown’s 11 seasons. Cortland is competing in the NCAA Division III playoffs for the 18th 
straight season – the longest active streak nationally. 
 
A 1990 Ithaca alumnus, Brown led Cortland to a second-place national finish in 2005 
and a fourth-place finish in 2007. His squads also tied for fifth nationally in both 2000 
and 2001 and tied for seventh in 2008 after entering the World Series with a school-
record 38-game winning streak. 
 
Brown has been named the American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) New York 
Region Coach of the Year five times (2000, 2001, 2005, 2007 and 2008) and the 
SUNYAC Coach of the Year on four occasions (2004, 2005, 2007 and 2008). He was 
also the inaugural winner of the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Upstate 
New York Division III Coach of the Year award in 2009. Fifteen of his players have been 
chosen as All-Americans, including six who have been selected in the professional 



baseball draft. In all, 13 of Brown’s players have advanced to play professionally, 
including two selections in the 2006 draft, one in 2007 and one in 2009. 
 
State University of New York-Cortland Notes 
 
* Cortland is making its 10th NCAA Division III World Series trip (all since 1995) and 
fourth in six years. The Red Dragons finished second nationally in 2005 and fourth in 
2007. Cortland also made five straight Series appearances from 1997-2001, placing 
third in both 1997 and 1998 and tying for fifth in 1999, 2000 and 2001. The Red 
Dragons tied for seventh in the 1995 Series. 
 
* Cortland is playing in the NCAA tournament for the 19th time. The Red Dragons have 
appeared in the playoffs each of the last 18 seasons (1993-2010) -- the longest active 
streak among Division III schools. 
 
* Cortland enters the World Series with a 36-8-1 record. The Red Dragons have won at 
least 30 games in 16 of the last 17 seasons. The only season without 30 wins during 
that stretch was a 29-win season in 2004. 
 
* Cortland has been one of the most successful teams in Division III in recent years. 
The Red Dragons boast a combined record of 398-110-2 (.782) since Joe Brown took 
over as head coach in 2000. Cortland’s 398 victories are tied for the third highest total 
nationally in Division III from 2000-09 (Wooster 406, St. Scholastica 405, Cortland 398, 
Eastern Conn. St. 398). Brown's .782 winning percentage is best among active Division 
III head coaches with at least five years of service. 
 
* Joe Brown is in his 11th season as the Red Dragons’ head coach after serving as the 
program’s top assistant coach and pitching coach for seven years. Brown is a 1990 
Ithaca College graduate and was a member of the Bombers’ 1988 NCAA Division III 
championship team. In Brown’s 22 years as a player, assistant coach and head coach 
at the Division III level, his teams have qualified for NCAA regional play every year and 
have advanced to 11 World Series. 
 
* Cortland received a “Pool C” at-large berth into the NCAA tournament. The Red 
Dragons won the regular-season State University of New York Athletic Conference 
(SUNYAC) title with an 11-1 record, but tied for second in the SUNYAC postseason 
tournament with a 1-1 record after the tournament was canceled two days in due to 
weather. 
 
* Cortland won the NCAA Auburn (N.Y.) Regional with a 4-0 record, outscoring its 
opponents by a combined 35-13 score. Senior third baseman Steve Nickel was named 
the tournament MVP (.600 batting average, HR, double, six RBI, three steals). Four 
other Red Dragons were named to the all-tournament team – senior catcher Andersen 
Gardner, junior outfielder Jason Simone and junior pitchers Travis Ratliff and Mike 
Assmann. Gardner batted .429 with seven RBI and nine runs scored. Simone hit .500 
(8-of-16) with six RBI, including the game-winning single in the bottom of the ninth in the 



championship game 7-6 win vs. St. John Fisher. Ratliff and Assmann each recorded 
complete-game victories. 
 
* Junior outfielder Jason Simone was named the SUNYAC Player of the Year for the 
second straight year. Joining Simone on the All-SUNYAC first team were senior third 
baseman Steve Nickel, sophomore second baseman Matt June and senior outfielder 
Khyle Dimino. Senior catcher Andersen Gardner and junior pitcher Travis Ratliff were 
named to the All-SUNYAC second team. 
 
* Senior Adam Brown tossed the 17th no-hitter in school history in Cortland’s 14-0, 
seven-inning win over Cazenovia on April 2. 
 
* Andersen Gardner is Cortland’s career RBI leader with 157 and is one of five players 
in school history with at least 200 career hits (210). He also ranks second in school 
history with 20 career triples, one short of Craig Kerner’s 21 triples from 1998-2000. 
 
* Steve Nickel is currently tied for sixth at Cortland with 194 career hits. In addition, 
Nickel is the seventh player to register double-figure home runs in a season with his 10 
round-trippers. 
 
* As a team, Cortland is 118-of-141 on stolen base attempts. The Red Dragons have 
stolen at least 100 bases each of the last seven years. Individually, Khyle Dimino leads 
the team with 33 stolen bases, two shy of tying the school single-season record of 35 
steals set by Craig Kerner in 1999. 
 
* For the first time in school history, three Cortland players have driven in 50 or more 
runs during the season. Andersen Gardner leads the Red Dragons with 54 RBI, 
followed by Steve Nickel with 53 and Jason Simone with 50. 
 
* Jason Simone enters the World Series with an 18-game hitting streak, and also had a 
12-game hitting streak earlier in the season. Matt June registered a 22-game hitting 
streak that was eventually snapped in the third game of the NCAA Auburn Regional, 
while Khyle Dimino recorded a 17-game hitting streak during the middle of the season. 
 


